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PHYDADES SET TO
CREATE WORLD’S
LARGEST BIOFUELS
DATABASE

MAKING BIOENERGY
INVESTMENTS FLOW:
ALIGNING POLICY AND
INDUSTRIAL BIOENERGY
STRATEGIES

The Phydades project kicked off on 15–16 February
2007 in Amsterdam. Phydades, short for
Dissemination, Education and Standardisation of
Phyllis Database for Biofuels and Bioashes, is part
of the Intelligent Energy – Europe programme for
heat from renewable energy sources.

In the coming year, the bulk of Bioenergy
NoE’s research will take place in the 11 new
Jointly Executed Research (JER) projects.
Here, Philip Peck and Kes
McCormick from IIIEE, Lund
University and Tomas Kåberger,
Vice President corporate
development at TallOil in
Sweden, explain how their new
JER project aims to strengthen
the relationship between
bioenergy industry and policy.
Several factors pose barriers
to the uptake of bioenergy
in industry:

Together the Phydades team will build the most comprehensive online database of
solid biofuels and bioash properties in the world

The initiative and idea for this
joint action originally resulted
from the work of the Bioenergy
Network of Excellence.
Phydades central task will be to
further develop and improve the
existing Phyllis database for
properties of solid biofuels and
bioashes. In addition to screening
the existing data in Phyllis, a
significant amount of new data
will be added.
Partners will contribute data from
their own laboratories and by
liaising with their industrial
contacts.
The existing database will not
only have a new design and
name, but it will also be
developed to comply with the
CEN specifications for biofuels,
for instance CEN/TS 14961 (Fuel
specification and classes) and
CEN/TS 14588 (Terminology).
The second task is to disseminate
the use of those biofuels
standards in the EU countries.
This will be done by means of
public workshops and training of
laboratory staff from the new
member states.

The Phydades website, with links
to the database and other
valuable resources, will serve as
a solid dissemination tool, where
buyers and sellers of biomass
fuels can find reliable information
on compositions of fuels, ashes
and on the use of standards.
The three essential elements
of the action are:
• Collecting information and
building the database
• Education, including
preparation of training material,
organising workshops and onthe-job training, and
• Dissemination through a public
website with access to the new
database, and distribution of
materials.
Jan Pels, Co-ordinator, ECN,
The Netherlands
>> pels@ecn.nl
Eija Alakangas, VTT Finland
>> eija.alakangas@vtt.fi
>> www.phydades.info

• Unattractive economic
conditions and perceptions
of economic risk;
• Lack of technical and
intellectual capacity;
• Weakness of stimulating and
supporting actor networks;
• Insufficient policy support;
• Inadequate supply chain
coordination and materiallogistics rationalisation, and
• Customer (industrial and retail)
understanding of technical
system offerings.
Of these factors, the economic
picture is often perceived as
being paramount and sustained
higher oil prices and significant
policy support are often seen as
a sufficient stimulus to resolve
difficulties. In recent years, high
oil prices and the policy
measures in Europe do appear
to have created economic
conditions that should be
sufficient for a significant increase
in bioenergy use.

are often perceived as uncertain
and negative feedback
mechanisms in the market have
been experienced. Moreover, the
implementations of systems like
ETS have shown industries in
competition with the bioenergy
sector are able to capture the
process, slowing the introduction
of bioenergy.
One result is that in many
countries investments are not
made until the expected profits
are very large. In many instances
this can be seen as a function of
insurance against significant
perceived political risks. Put
simply, a situation is being
described where industrialists do
not trust policymakers. Such a
situation in turn leads to new
challenges – or negative feedback
loops.
The objectives of this JER are to
investigate key areas of
misalignment between policy
interventions and industrial
bioenergy strategies and to
delineate pathways for resolution
and to catalyse closer
relationships and understanding
between industrial actors and
bioenergy policy makers in order
to find ways to increase
bioenergy investments.
Philip Peck, IIIEE, Lund University
>> philip.peck@iiiee.lu.se

However, industrialists and
investors – those very actors
expected to be at the centre of
growth in the sector – are
describing the situation
somewhat less optimistically. This
is the key problem to be
addressed.
Policies that support bioenergy
(and thus help underwrite
industry investment in bioenergy)

JER leader Philip Peck from IIIEE, Sweden
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